
Jake Haapajoki was your normal 16-year old kid. He was a son, 
a brother, a nephew, a cousin, a grandson, a friend, a boyfriend, 
an athlete and active in his church. Jake had a family that loved 
him and supported him in all he did. His siblings adored him. He 
had genuine connections with his aunts, uncles, grandparents, 
and cousins. His community loved him. 

Jake couldn’t see an end to his pain.
Jake took his life on February 21, 2018.
Jake made a mistake. Suicide is always a mistake.

Through their despair and grief, Jake’s family and friends 
launched the Smiles for Jake Movement, to begin work to eliminate suicide and pro-
vide hope to all that suffer from darkness and despair. 

So many individuals and families throughout the Cuyuna and Brainerd area are 
affected by suicide. Let’s work together to lift each other up.

December 2-4, 2021
Cuyuna Lakes Area

Smiles for Jake’s mission as a suicide prevention movement is to 
spread positivity through life-affirming actions, listening ears, 
and the message that everyone should have hope. To learn more 
about Smiles for Jake or find resources to help you or a loved one 
visit SmilesForJake.org.

Celebrate the spirit, sights, and sounds  
of the holiday season at Cuyuna Christmas! 

This community event will feature a myriad of events the first week-
end of December, throughout the Cuyuna Lakes Area. Come out and 
support local businesses, CRMC Hospice, and Smiles for Jake 

Saturday’s family-friendly “Snow Many Smiles” at Crosby Memorial 
park will include live outdoor performances, spectacular fireworks, 
games and activities, creative crafts, festive food, holiday shopping, 
the Tree of Love ceremony, and of course Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

Thanks to the generous support of numerous Cuyuna Lakes Area  
businesses, organizations, and individuals, all the events are free for 
the community. Find all the details inside and updates at:

CUYUNACHRISTMAS.COM
What is Smiles for Jake? 



Shop on the Cuyuna Range from November 30 - December 2 and receive stamps at 
various businesses. Entry forms available in the Nov. 24 C-I Courier or at participating 
businesses. Stamped entry forms delivered to the Ironton Legion by 8:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 2, will be eligible to win $500 and several door prizes. Come for the designer 
handbag raffle and stay for the delicous burger specials! A Business Bonanza, featuring 
unique gifts and crafts, will also be held at the Deerwood Auditorium from 1 to 7 p.m. 

• Mike Aulie, Mayor of Deerwood
• Courtney Condon, Cuyuna Lakes Chamber
• Missy Cutter, Deerwood American Legion
• Eryk Haapajoki, CTC & Smiles for Jake
• Anita Hollenhorst, CTC & Smiles for Jake
• Johnna Johnson, Mixed Company—A Kava House
• Lori LaBorde, Crosby-Ironton Courier

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
Thursday, Dec. 2, 8:30 p.m.  |  Ironton American Legion

Join CRMC’s Walk with a Doc leader, Dr. Wendi Johnson, at a candlelight snowshoe and 
hiking event along the beautiful Cuyuna State Recreation Area State Trails. Everyone is 
welcome to bring luminaries in honor of lost loved ones to suicide. Weather permitting. 
Gather at the Hallett Center of Crosby parking lot and hit the trails as a group. Snow-
shoes will be available for rent at the Hallett Center. 

CANDLELIGHT SNOWSHOE WALK/HIKE
Friday, Dec. 3, 4-6 p.m.  |  Cuyuna State Recreation Area Trails

EVENT COMMITTEE

Featuring live music by Yesterdaze Gone, drink specials, and a holiday attire contest 
with cash prizes. Free admission. The Legion will also hold a Reindeer Rump Mega Meat 
Raffle beginning at 6:30 p.m. Purchase a commemorative cup for $10 to benefit Smiles 
for Jake and receive a free beverage (while supplies last, restrictions apply).

JINGLE BELL JAM
Friday, Dec. 3, 7-11 p.m.  |  Deerwood American Legion

Area children and their families are invited to enjoy lunch, a visit, and photo with Santa! 
Each child will receive lunch, a treat bag and gift appropriate to their age, enjoy enter-
tainment, and go home with a bag full of all the ingredients for a holiday ham dinner. 
Families must register online at cuyunachristmas.com by Friday, Nov. 26 - space and 
supplies are limited! The Garrison Bay Lake Area Lions and The Deerstand are sponsoring 
the festive lunch with the support from Deerwood Civic & Commerce, Deerwood  
Firefighters Relief Association, and Deerwood American Legion Post #557. 

LUNCH WITH SANTA
Saturday, Dec. 4, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  |  Deerwood Auditorium

Bake and decorate your favorite Christmas cookie and submit your entry to Mixed 
Company in Crosby for a chance to win fun prizes! Categories include youth, young 
adults, families/multi-generational, and professionals. 

Entries are due on Tuesday, Nov. 30 at Mixed Company. Submissions will be judged on 
Dec. 1 and on display during Girls Night Out on Dec. 2. Winners will also be displayed at 
Cuyuna Christmas on Dec. 4. For full rules and details visit CuyunaChristmas.com.

MRS. CLAUS COOKIE BAKE-OFF
It’s time to show off your best cookie recipes!

Clues will be posted twice a day (8 a.m. and 4 p.m.) on the Crosby-Ironton Courier’s 
website: www.c-icourier.com and in its front office window (12 East Main Street, 
Crosby) until the official medallion is located. The first clue will be posted Tuesday, 
Nov. 30, at 8 a.m. No age limit and no fee to participate.

The winner will receive $50 and a one-year subscription to the C-I Courier. 
Have fun and good luck! For full rules and details visit CuyunaChristmas.com. 

MEDALLION HUNT
Try to find the official Cuyuna Christmas Medallion!

Event commemorative cups will be sold for $10 each at the Ironton and Deerwood Le-
gions and include one free beverage (while supplies last, restrictions apply). 

For $2 per raffle ticket, individuals will have the chance to win $1,000, $750, $500, $250, 
or $100 cash or one of four $50 Ironton American Legion gift certificates. Winners will 
be drawn at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, at the Ironton Legion. Need not be present to win, 
Ironton Legion Charitable Gambling Premises #00148-002. 

CASH RAFFLE & COMMEMORATIVE CUP
All proceeds benefit Smiles for Jake, a suicide prevention movement.

Thank you!

• Cathe Picek, Garrison Bay Lake Area Lions 
• Jennifer Podsiadly, CRMC & Smiles for Jake
• Liz Sanvig, Ironton American Legion
• Peggy Stebbins, Cuyuna Regional Medical Center
• Kristi Westbrock, CTC & Smiles for Jake
• Shellie Wynn, Range Disposal



The grand finale of an incredible fireworks display by North Star Fireworks will  
 shimmer and sparkle the skies over Serpent Lake. Sponsored by Cuyuna  
  Firemen’s Relief Association.

    PARKING/SHUTTLE SERVICE
     Ample parking will be available in Cuyuna Regional Medical Center’s employee       
     parking lot in Crosby, across Highway 210 from the hospital’s main entrance. A  
     free shuttle service will be provided to the park event. Be sure to dress warm! 

SNOW MANY SMILES SNOW MANY SMILES 
Saturday, Dec. 4  |  2-6 p.m. Crosby Memorial Park

The 37th annual Tree of Love lighting ceremony will take place during Saturday’s 
events.  As a special fundraiser for CRMC Hospice, the Tree will be illuminated with 
lights in memory or honor of loved ones and continue to shine throughout the holi-
day season. 

For details or to purchase a bulb visit www.treeoflove2021.givesmart.com by Nov. 30. 
For more information visit www.cuyunamed.org or call 218-546-2311.

Bring your buckaroos to rope alongside College Rodeo National Champion Steer 
Wrestler Bridger Anderson! 

The cowboy - who placed 9th in the world in 2020 Pro Rodeo standings - will be 
signing autographs and sharing his skills with youth who’ll have the opportunity 
to wrangle elves. Originally from Carrington, North Dakota and hailing from a  
rodeo family, Anderson has been competing since his senior year of high school. 

Tigirlily, an up-and-coming country band from Nashville, will present an out-
door performance for the community at Crosby’s Memorial Park on Saturday, 
Dec. 4. All are welcome to attend two free performances at 4 p.m. & 5:15 p.m. 

Tigirlily is comprised of North Dakota natives and sisters Krista and Kendra 
Slaubaugh whose single “Somebody Does” recently rocketed to number one 
on both the iTunes Country Songs Chart and the iTunes All Genres Songs 
Chart. Their other newly released songs include “Everybody’s on Some-
thing,” “My Thang,” and “Dig Yourself.” 

MANY  thanks  TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS!

ELF ROPING WITH BRIDGER ANDERSON
2-4 p.m.  |  Crosby Memorial Park

NASHVILLE DUO TIGIRLILY
4-6 p.m.  |  Bandshell

TREE OF LOVE CEREMONY
3:45 p.m.  |  Bandshell

FIREWORKS FINALE
6 p.m.  |  Over Serpent Lake

Experience the magic of the season with sleigh rides, a petting zoo, entertainment, carol-
ing, youth craft projects and games, letters to Santa, cookie decorating, storybook read-
ing, a snowman making contest, elf juggling, a snow globe, face painting, a fire show, and 
bonfires. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus will also be on hand to spread Christmas cheer, so bring cameras 
and have wish lists ready. Free yuletide snacks including soup, hot chocolate, and popcorn 
will be served. Sothers Photography will be available to take free family portraits.

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

IN-KIND SPONSORS:
Anderson Brothers Construction 
Red Rider Resort
Rice Lake Construction 
Sothers Photography
Super One Foods of Crosby

Deerwood Fire 
Department

Crosby Fire 
Department



4-6 p.m. – Candlelight snow shoeing/hiking  
 @ Cuyuna Country State Recreation Trails
6:30 p.m. – Reindeer Rump Mega Meat Raffle  
 @ Deerwood American Legion
7-11 p.m. – Jingle Bell Jam @ Deerwood American Legion

OFFICIAL RULES: 
Youth in grades kindergarten through sixth can build their confidence by coloring, painting, or decorating the art below 
by using everyday objects—like macaroni, twigs, or fabric. Artwork will be displayed at Lunch with Santa on Saturday, 
Dec. 4, at the Deerwood Auditorium for a people’s choice award. Prizes will be awarded to students in three categories: 
grades K-2, grades 3-6, and people’s choice. Winners will be announced at the event and in local media. Artwork will not 
be returned and may be used in future marketing for A Cuyuna Christmas. 

All entries must be received at the Crosby-Ironton Courier by noon on Friday, Dec. 4. 

HOLIDAY SPIRIT ART CONTEST

2021 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
1-7 p.m. – Home-Based Business Bonanza  
 @ Deerwood Auditorium
4-8:30 p.m. – Burger specials @ Ironton American Legion
8:20 p.m. – Raffle drawing for four designer handbags  
 @ Ironton American Legion
8:30 p.m. – Winners announced @ Ironton American Legion

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4

‘Tis the season to get super creative and win with the Cuyuna Christmas Holiday Spirit Art Contest!

#

Be 
Kind

Cuyuna Christmas wouldn’t be 
possible without the dedication of 
numerous volunteers. We sincerely 
thank them for their service! 

If you can lend a helping hand, please 
contact Jennifer Podsiadly at 
Jennifer.Podsiadly@cuyunamed.org.

Can you lend a hand?

CUYUNACHRISTMAS.COMFor a full schedule 
and details visit:

SCHEDULE 
OF EVENTS

11 a.m.-2 p.m. – Lunch with Santa  
 @ Deerwood Auditorium. Register your family at  
 CuyunaChristmas.com!
2 -6 p.m. – Snow Many Smiles @ Crosby Memorial Park

• Crosby-Ironton High School Chamber singers
• Face painting, crafts & games
• Hot cocoa, soup, and popcorn
• “Santa’s Stable” Petting Zoo
• Live entertainment
• Letters to Santa
• Cookie decorating
• Photo booth with Buddy the Elf
• Readings of the Christmas Story 

by local ministers
• Bonfires, maintained by the  

Crosby Fire Department
2-4 p.m. - Elf Roping with Bridger Anderson
2:30 p.m. – Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive via firetruck
2:30-4 p.m. – Complimentary family photos  
 by Sothers Photography
3-3:30 p.m. – Snowman making contest
3-5 p.m. – Various roaming entertainers
3:45 p.m. – Tree of Love Ceremony
4 p.m. – Tigirlily performance, band shell
4:45 p.m. – Fire dancers
5:15 p.m. – Tigirlily performance, band shell
6 p.m. – Fireworks over Serpent Lake
7 p.m. – Cash raffle drawing @ Ironton American Legion

CHILD’S FIRST NAME:

CHILD’S AGE:  


